
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
2260 N Street, Merced 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
1159 G Street, Los Banos 

 
Thursday, May 2, 2024 

 
 

NOTE:  Merced Superior Court will no longer be consolidating Courtroom 8 and 

Courtroom 10. 

 

Tentative Rulings are provided for the following Courtrooms and assigned Judicial 

Officers with scheduled civil matters: 

Courtroom 8 – Hon. James LaPorte 

Courtroom 9 – Commissioner David Foster 

Courtroom 12 – Hon. Jennifer O. Trimble  

 

Courtroom 10 will continue to post separate Probate Notes that are not included in these 

tentative rulings.   

 

IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties must make their own 
arrangements.  Electronic recording is available in certain courtrooms and will only be 
activated upon request. 
 

 

The specific tentative rulings for specific calendars follow: 

 
 
 

  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 

Civil Law and Motion 
Hon. James La Porte 

Courtroom 8 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 
8:15 a.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

21CV-02613 Maria Gonzalez, et al. v. Luca Lorenzi  
 
Status Conference  
 
Appearance required.  Remote appearances are permitted.  Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4111 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  Appear to address status of the settlement given the recent approval of the 
minors compromise.      
 

21CV-02614 Monica Sanchez-Garcia v. Shawn George, et al.       
 
Motion to Quash Service of Summons 
 
The unopposed Motion to Quash Service of Summons is GRANTED.   
    

21CV-03994 Caetano Custom Tractor, LLC v. Janet Silva, et al.     
 
Status Review of Settlement 
 
Appearance required.  Remote appearances are permitted.  Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4111 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  Appear to address status of the settlement. 

 
 



22CV-01305 Maria Garcia v. Manuel Faria        
 
Motion for Issuance of Protective Order concerning duplicative discovery and Sanctions of 
$4,610.00 against counsel and Defendant.  
 
Defendant is ordered to appear to further justify the need for the volume of requests for 
admission above 35.  If sufficient justification is provided, the Motion for Issuance of 
Protective Order concerning duplicative discovery and Sanctions of $4,610.00 against 
counsel and Defendant will be DENIED and Plaintiff will be ordered to serve, by May 31, 
2024, full and complete responses without objections other than attorney client privilege 
or work product doctrine for which a privilege log is provided explaining the nature and 
reason that each responsive piece of information is being withheld from discovery.  The 
law specifically authorizes supplemental discovery, i.e. the demand for service of an 
updated response to previously propounded questions.  To the extent that Plaintiff 
contends that a given discovery request is duplicative, Plaintiff may treat the request as 
a supplemental request and limit the response to information occurring since the prior 
response and incorporate the prior response by reference.  To the extent that requests 
for admissions are accompanied by form interrogatory 17.1 demanding the facts, 
witnesses, and documents supporting any response that is not an unqualified admit, 
Plaintiff should note that “Admit” if appropriate is a full and complete response to both 
the request for admission and the related interrogatory. Plaintiff has the right to limit the 
necessary discovery response by admitting a portion of the request and then providing 
the facts and evidence supporting the portion of the request that is not admitted.  When 
preparing discovery responses, Plaintiff should note that this Court frequently grants 
motions in limine excluding evidence responsive to a discovery request but not 
disclosed in discovery response absent a showing of good cause.  
    

 
23CV-01358 Anthony Rodriquez v. Central Valley Opportunity Center, Inc.  
 
Further Proceedings/Final Approval of Class Action Settlement  
 
The unopposed Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement is GRANTED in its 
entirety.  Please submit a proposed order and judgment for signature by the Court.  
 

 
24CV-01139 Petition of: Dylan Villareal.      
 
Order to Show Cause re: Name Change 
 
Proof of Publication having been filed, this Petition by an adult to change his own last 
name is GRANTED.  The Court will sign the proposed order lodged on March 19, 2024.  
    

 
24CV-01387 Angela Gonzales v. Marcella Martinez      
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order 
 
Appearance Required.  Individuals who wish to appear remotely may call (209) 725-4111 
for permission to make a remote appearance.  Appear to address the status of the 
settlement.  The Court notes that there is no proof of service on file showing service on 
Respondent.  



    

 
24CV-01389 Angela Gonzales v. Jule Gonzales      
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order 
 
Appearance Required.  Individuals who wish to appear remotely may call (209) 725-4111 
for permission to make a remote appearance.  Appear to address the status of the 
settlement.  The Court notes that proof of service on respondent was filed April 18, 2024.  
    

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF MERCED 
 

Mandatory Settlement Conferences 
Hon. James La Porte  

Courtroom 8 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 
9:00 a.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There is no Mandatory Settlement Conferences Scheduled 
 

 
 

  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Limited Civil Calendar 

Commissioner David Foster 
Courtroom 9 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 
10:00 a.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
24CV-00860  [Parties’ names withheld pursuant to CCP § 1161.2(a)(1)] 
 
Unlawful Detainer Court Trial 
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to request Court permission and arrange for a remote 
appearance.   
 
 
24CV-00872  [Parties’ names withheld pursuant to CCP § 1161.2(a)(1)] 
 
Unlawful Detainer Court Trial 
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to request Court permission and arrange for a remote 
appearance.   
 
 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 

Restraining Orders 
Hon. Jennifer O. Trimble 

Courtroom 12 
1159 G Street, Los Banos 

 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 
11:00 a.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
24CV-01382  Michelle Torres v. Richard Hernandez  
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order 
 
Appearance required.  Remote appearances are permitted.  Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4124 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.    The Court notes that no proof of service has been filed showing service of 
the documents filed in this case on Respondent.  
 

 
24CV-01093  Norma Armenta v. Audrey Ramirez  
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order 
 
Appearance required.  Remote appearances are permitted.  Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4124 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  The Court notes that no proof of service has been filed showing service of 
the documents filed in this case on Respondent.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



24CV-01327  Maria Vital v. Roxanne Romero   
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order 
 
Appearance required.  Remote appearances are permitted.  Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4124 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  The Court notes that proof of service was filed on April 18, 2024 showing 
service of all papers on respondent.  
 

 
 
 
 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Hon. Brian McCabe 
Courtroom 8 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 
1:15 p.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no Ex Parte matters scheduled. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Commissioner David Foster 
Courtroom 9 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 
1:15 p.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no ex parte matters scheduled. 
 

 
 

 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Hon. Jennifer O. Trimble 
Courtroom 12 

1159 G Street, Los Banos 
 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 
 

1:15 p.m. 
 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no Ex Parte matters scheduled. 
 

 
 
 
 


